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weigh motives, and arrive through experience at a
direct and natural method of dealing with men and
circumstances. True simplicity is not an inherited
poverty of spirit ; it is rather like the poverty of
one who has deliberately discarded what is hamper-
ing, vexatious, and unnecessary, and has learnt that
the art of life consists in disentangling the spirit
from all conventional claims, in living by trained
impulse and fine instinct, rather than by tradition
and authority. I do not say that the dull people
are not probably, in a way, the happier people ;
I suppose that anything that leads to self-satisfac-
tion is, in a sense, a cause of happiness ; but it is
not a species of happiness that people ought to
pursue.
Perhaps one ought not to use the word dul-
ness, because it may be misunderstood. The kind
of dulness of which I speak is not inconsistent
with a high degree, not only of practical, but even
of mental, ability. I know several people of very
great intellectual power who are models of dulness,
Their memories are loaded with what is no doubt
very valuable information, and their conclusions
are of the weightiest character ; but they have no
vivid perception, no alertness, they are not open
to new ideas, they never say an interesting or a